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was not entirely fit. The others completed the whole of this terrific 
climb without bivouacking on the face at .all. This climb was done 
by mon£teurs and was, of course, well above the standard of the climbs 
done by students. Though all the English members happened to be 
of the ' anti-organisational ' school of mountaineers, we were very im
pressed by the pleasantly informal, serious, but not overearnest 
atmosphere of the College. There is no doubt that a number of very 
good mountaineers are being trained there. 

R. A. HonGKIN . 
• 

FROM THE HIMALAYA. An attempt was made this year on Rakaposhi, 
by a party consisting of our members Messrs. Campbell H. Secord and 
H. W. Tilman, and Herren Gyr and Kappeler from Switzerland. Two 
ridges of the mountain were tried and others examined ; the S.W. ridge 
was ascended to a height of about zo,ooo ft., and the N.W. ridge was 
reached at a point much nearer to· the summit than that which was 
attained in 1938. 
, Later, Mr. Tilman joined Mr. E. E. Shipton, and they gained the 
summit dome of Mustagh Ata, at over 24,000 ft. . 

In Garhwal, a group of Swiss mountaineers, Mme Lohner, MM. 
Andre Roch, Rene Dittert, Alexander Graven and Alfred Sutter, have 
ascended Kedarnath, Satopanth, Nanda Ghunti and a peak of 6416 m. 
named Balbala on the Tibetan frontier. 

We hope to be enabled to publish fuller details later . 
. 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP. We welcome with congratulations the 
election of Mr. J. A. Sim, the distinguished New Ze'aland mountaineer, 
to Honorary Membership of the Alpine Club. · 
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THE season of 1947 has been exceptional in weather conditions. A 
light winter snowfall, combined with an early summer and long con
tinued drought during July and August, created conditions which, 
while rendering certain climbs such as the Viereselgrat markedly 
easier than in a normal year, at the same time denuded many· slopes of 
their snow or ice covering and thus exposed to the action of exterior 
forces rock faces which are usually covered by a compact layer of ice 
or snow. Consequently, not only was ice or even bare rock encountered 
when one might expect to find snow, but where snow lay on ice its 
coherence was often doubtful; moreover, the newly exposed rock 
faces were covered by many loose stones, and whether by day or by 
night there was the sound of stonefall, often in the most unlikely places. 
· . It was under such conditions that many of our countrymen, long 

I 



,ACCIDENTS . : · I8g· 

exiled fr.om the A1ps, returned to places once familiar and always welt 
remembered. yet perhaps, however clear the remembrance may be, 
the. balance of body, the activity of mind in calculating the chances of· 
risk, th.e power of weighing the many factors which must enter into: 
every expedition above the snowline, must always need more than 
usual refreshment after many years of absence. The varying state of 
British hill climbs, with · w~rm _summer stillness or wif\try blizzards, 
the r~liable rock on well known routes and the thick ice coating which 
inay' be equally firm in suitable weather, cannot be adequate in them
selves either for training a novice fully for the changes and chances of 
~he High Alps or even for a wide development of the knowledge, the· 
foresight and instinctive response to danger of the trained mountaineer. 
Thus, whereas the Swiss have remained in constant and close touch 
with their own mountams, our countrymen have had no opportunity for 
many years to enrich their experience of Alpine work by personal contact. 
· If our Club has suffered grievously in the loss of three among its 
leading younger members; the circumstances of the two accidents 
recorded below are sufficient proof that neither party resumed their 
activity in the High Alps in any spirit of presumptuousness. Apart 
from being mountaineers in the fullest sense of achievement and out
look, they were careful to familiarise themselves once more with Alpine 
~tandards by undertaking expeditions well within their powers ; and 
moreover, where stonefall caused disaster the place was one little likely 
to be exposed to such danger, while on the Brenva route the descent 
was only undertaken after careful calculation at the actual head of the 
~limb. Our w:armest sympathy is offered to the relatives of the three 
yic~ims of these tragic events, . and our thanks, regar?i~g both the 
tnctdents here recorded and the deaths of three Englishmen on L'· 
Eveq.ue, are due to all those who gave such generous and courageous 
assistance in the work devoted to recovering the bodies. 
· Econof!1iC reasons may keep our countrymen from the Alps for some 
time to come. When, however, the Alps are again accessible, it is 
probable that many will : wish to visit them for purposes of climbing ; 
and some among these visitors, with the desire to enlarge their mountain 
experience, may wish to undertake expeditions for which· they have had 
no opportunity of adequate· training. Few will be able to affo!d the 
employment of gui~es ; · it will therefore either be the task of others 
already trained to supervise their first steps, or for each beginner tq 
consult some prudent friend and then confine his energies to some less 
well known district, where the demands on skill, experience and 
endurance, and the risks atte~da!lt upon a. visit to the higher regions, 
are of a less exacting but equally instructive nature. At a time when 
the general standard of climbing in ·an countries has made remarkable 
strides forward, it ·seems a grudging tribute to the enthusiasm which 
·brings a refreshing stream of youth to the mountains that we now utter 
a. word of caution for those who have yet to learn fully the ip.estimable 
benefit of the mou~tains. , ·The Alps can never be exhausted, rtor will 
any expedition however .. often . repeated fail . to bring its own constant 
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change to ~i<;len our horizons; but in .the search after novelty, in the 
impatience ~o approach the highest when we see it, in the spirit of 
enterprise which alone can bring life to such a Club as ours, let us not 
forget the words: 'Ask for the old paths, where is the good way.' 

. 

The accident on the Col. de La Coste Rouge 

ON July 23, 1947, after ten days' climbing in Dauphine, a party con
sisting of Messrs. J. E. Q. Bariord, W. H. Murray and M. Ward left 
a bivouac on the west side of the Col de la Coste Rouge at 7 A.M., 
reaching the col at 9 A.M. with the purpose of descending to the Glacier 
Noir. From the col a couloir drops 400ft. at an angle of 45°, at the foot 
of which was a bergschrund. The party put on crampons and roped 
up, Murray leading down and Barford coming last. The descent went 
very slowly, for a· precarious layer of soft snow lay on ice and the foot
hold in crampons needed the most careful testing. Halfway down the 
couloir a large stone fell between the two leading men, and this was im
mediately followed by a score of stones from the same place ; the stones 
fell straight at the party, who were all struck and swept down t~e couloir •. 

After ten minutes of blindness due to· concussion and flow of blood, 
Murray realised that he must be jammed in the mouth of the berg
schrund, with the lower half of his body swinging in space. After long 
efforts he succeeded in climbing up. His two companions were below 
in the bergschrund and still roped to him, but they gave no sign of 
consciousness. He climbed back into the bergschrund and found 
Barford ten feet down on a ledge. He had been struck by a heavy 
stone on the right temple, and death must have been instantaneous. 

Murray then climbed down a further ten feet and found Ward 
jammed by the shoulders. in a neck of the bergschrund, which fell to 
a great depth below. He had bad head injuries, but was conscious, 
though his memory had completely gone.. After another prolonged 
struggle Murray was able to help Ward to climb out. Ward could 
control his limbs and was ready to try the descent of the Glacier Noir. 
Seven hours later they reached the Cezanne hut, where they were 
treated with great kindness. Murray gave directions where Barford's 
body was to be foun~, and next day six guides brought the body down 
to the village of St~ Antoine near Ailefroide, where the burial took place 
two days later. 

The accident on the Brenva Route, Mont Blanc 

ON August 6, 1947, two parties, one composed of Messrs. A. D. M. 
Cox, R. A. Hodgkin, H. E. Kretschmer and E. Viney, the other I 

of Mr. J. R. Jenkins and two friends, went up to the Gouter hut, 
with the intention of traversing Mont Blanc with descent over Mont 
Blanc du Tacul to the Requin hut. The weather had been uncertain, 
with a slight fall of snow, on August 4 and 5· At the hut, Jenkins, 
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who had been on the Brenva route before the war, suggested that if the 
night was colder than the previous nights, as in fact it was, some of the 
party might go down by the Brenva route_. The final decision was left 
until the party reached the Col de la Brenva at 8.I5 A.M .• the next 

· morning. Here the party divided, Viney and Jenkins' two friends con
tinuing towards Mont Blaric du Tac~l, while the other four set off down 
the Brenva route. At the first sheltered spot they halted for breakfast, 
not having eaten since they left the hut. 

On starting again, they got through the seracs without much trouble, 
climbing on two ropes, Jenkins and Kretsch~er in front, Cox and 
Hodgkin behind. At the lower end of the seracs they met a party 
ascending, one of whom remarked to· Jenkins that conditions below 
were good. On the long upper slope leading down to Moore's aret~ 
the sun had softened the snow and there was ice underneath. Snow . 
conditions were patchy ; certain places were fairly firm and thickly 
covered, while in other places the snow lay thin and all the more 
caution was demanded. All the climbers were wearing crampons, in 
which the snow tended to ball, and they had to be very careful to tap 
them clear of snow the whole time. The two parties moved mostly 
one man at a time. It is not certain whether Jenkins and Kretschmer 
were leading through alternately in the section where J enkins slipped. 
The slip occurred rather less than halfway down the slope, which must 
be Iooo-Isoo ft. long. At this moment~ the first party was just below 
a very slight convexity in the slope ; only their heads and shoulders 
'Yere visible to the party above. Jenkins was moving, Kretschmer 
above him, belaying with his pick. Jenkins slipped, and for a moment 
as Kretschmer crouched over his axe the p.arty above could not see 
whether he had held him or not. Shouts from above received no 
answer, and there was no sign of Jenkiils and Kr.etschriler when the· 

. second party reached the spot. The accident happened about 10.15 

or I 0. JO A.M. 
· Cox and Hodgkin then crossed to the rock rib on the left, from which 

they could see one of the bodies some soo ft. down, on the rocks above 
tlie Giissfeldt Couloir. They continued down the slope very carefully, 
still wearing crampons as far as Moore's arete, and got off the climb 
at Col Moore about 2.30 P.M. They went back up the glacier to see if 
the f~ll had continued right to the bottom, but found nothing~ They 
gave up the search about 4 P.M. and crossed the E. Col de la Tour 
·Ronde to the Torino hut, which they reached as darkness fell. 

The next five days were spent trying to tetrieve the bodies, which 
were eventually brought down by an avalanche and buried beneath a 
further avalanche at the foot of the Giissfeldt Couloir. In these 

· attempts under dangerous conditions, splendid help was given by 
the Cou~mayeur guides and, in particular, Elise ·Croux, Fran~ois 
Salua_rd, Evariste Croux. , 

The locality of the fall may be seen in A. J. 26, illustration facing 
p. 203, between figures I o .and I I. The bodies were lodged at the base 
of the rock rib, i inch to the right of the figure 9· 
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